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LAND CLAIMS’ BILL,
All the Members of Council were present this

morning; and, the Minutes of the last meeting
having been read, and confirmed without altera-
tion,~

The Colonial Secretary moved the order o[ the
day for the consideration in Committee of " the
Land Claims’ Bill."

Mr. Porter said that, at the meeting of Council
on Wednesday, February 2, the further con-
sideration of tile hill was deferred until this day,
in order to give time to memhers to prepare
amendments, in addition to those of which notice
had been then given by the hen. the Attorney
General :--I will, therefore, give notice of amend-
ments as follows, and which I shall move whe
the bill is considered in committee :~

In preamble;in tine 28, strike out the words
"th e granting to each of the," and it~sert "it is
desirable to grant to ]~ersons."

And in lille 30, strike out the words after
"Ordinance" down to "and whereas" in line 34,
and insert " s~ch poytions of land as they shall
be entitled to w|ihout delay."

In I st clause strike out tlle words after "deter-
mined" in the 60th line, to the words " is hereby,"
in the 62nd line, Strike out from the 7th clause
down to the word " provided" in the 9ist line,
and substitu te "Persons shall be allowed to select
such land as they shal| be entitled to, either from
that which they have p~rchased, or in the districts
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laid out by Government for selection, and which
shall be granted to them with the least possible
delay." , . . *In clause 8, amend line 19.0 thus, ~n each
district appointed for selection, there shall be laid
out a Town."

¯ , In clause 10, Hue 127, after the word "subur-

ban," insert, "said Town."
Amend clause 11 thus : "As soon as the selec-

tion of such Suburban and Town Allotments shall
be completed, the remainin~ alternate Town and
Suburban Allotments shall be offered for sale by
auction."

In 13th clause, line 139, after the word "shall,"
insert "at his option," after the word " Subur-
ban," in the same line insert " or Town,!’ and
after the word "Suburban" in the 145th line,
insert "or Town."

" After 19th clause, insert " As soon as the
Claims are ascertained, a certificate shall be given
of the quantity of land allowed, promising a grant
when the district is surveyed.,i

’"Fill up blank in clause proposed by the
Attorney General, in lieu of clause 20, " such
lea~e to Continue in force until the district is Open
for selection."

Mr. Earp said I also have to give notice of
several amendments, which I shall bring under
the notice of the Council at the proper time :-

At the end of clause 5, ineeFt, "Tlmt such
sa "ect ofbj. any foreign stateshall take the oath of
allegmnce to her Majesty, before he shall receive
any title to land,"

Instead of clause 7 insert "That as soon as



such lands shall have been adjudged by the
Commissioner to be granted to the persons enti-.
tied thereto, each claimant shall, at his option,
select his lands out of tile lauds originally pur.
chased by him trom the natives, upon the condi-
tions following, viz.~lst~That he shall be per-
mitted to cause a surv~to be made of the said
lands at his own expense~’and shall receive a grant
thereof from~ the Crown~ such grant tO be a full
satisfaction to the grantee of all claims’arising out
of tile purchase of the lands therein comprised.
2nd. That if the grantee shall, at any time, be
found by the S erveyor-General: tohave taken
more than the quantity of land to which he is
entitled, he shall be compelled to pay to the
government, on the Surveyor-General’s certificate
of the same, double the selling price at the time
of the date of such certificate. 3rd. That at any
time after the selection of lan@s i~ the places
where they were originally purchased from the
natives by the grantee as aforesaid~, he shall have
the right of pre,emption of any lands, thereto
adjoining, at tile minimum price of crown lands
per acres provided always, thatM any other per-
son shall be found willing to purchase the sa:d
land~, three months’ notice shah be ’giyen of~the
same to tile grantee, as aforesaid, and if he do
not complete his purchase within the time above
specified,he shaU be deemed to h~/ve foregone the
right of pre-emption as a’oresald, aud the said
lands shall be sold accordingly,"

After second division in clause 8,insert, "That
a2t persons who shall he entitl~ ~rants of land,
in respect of alleged p urchase~soflands within
tl}e Middle Isia~d:of New Zealand, commonly
called ’ NewMunster,’ shall make such selection
i~ ~li,etr~.t 3¢~~d I~l~l ~ ba he~eoher.
S~t~a~ a~t ~or~ t~/~i~urp0se by ’]~ :Exc~eltency theP ,, ’~
Governor of New Zealand. ¯

In clause 17, lines 15~ and 159, instead " of a
solid Parallelogram of which no one side shall be
more than twice the length of any other s~de,
i~Aer(t~¢ Ws-ds. asuperficml parallelogram, or
in case lhat rannot be found practleal, a trapeziod
of which no ore side shall be more than twice’~e
length of any other side."

After c’ause 21 insert, "That all lands validly
purchase:l from the Natives by the Missionaries of
every denomination within tl~is Colony, for and
ca ~hal~ qf the Mis#ions, wlmse servants they
respectfully E/~, sliall be rettdned by the said
Missionaries for the time being, as Trustees for
the severai Missionary Societies to wh!ch they
belong, and the said Missionary Societies shall
hold the same so long as they continue to send
out Missionaries to this Colony, failing in which,
such lands shall revert to the Crown."

"Provided always, that this provision shall not
extend to the lands of any Missionary who may
have purchased land#, fro~ ~.~ative0 oa~ltis

the Natives to any Missionary upon his own
accounts for services rendered or to be rendered;
provided also~ that nothing herein contained shall
extend to the lands of any town, ,at present axis*
ti~ag nz to be formed bereaRe~ within this Colony,
nor to any rights of Her Majesty, Her Heirs, and

Mr. Clendon--I, also, have a notice of motion,
which is :-

That clause 7 be amended as follows ;--after
theword "been," in the 17th line, erase to the
word "erected," in the 89th line, and insert
" equitably purchased.,’

The Colonial Secretary then moved that the
Council do resolve itself into Committee on "the
Land Claims’ Bill."

The Colonial Treasurer ~eonded the motion,
which was put from the Chair, when the numbers
were :~

Ayes--His Excellency, ....
The Colonial Secretary,
The Attorney General,
The Colonial Treasurer.

Noes--Mr. Earp,
Mr. Porter,
Mr, Clendon.

The Clerk ~of Council having read the title to
the Bi[l.--

l The Colonial Treasurer moved that the furtherconsideration of the Bill in Committee ba~,
journed to Monday, the seventh o[~ Februar3~i in
order to give time for the amendments, of Which
notice had now been given by hen. Members, to "
be printed.

The motion: was seconded by Mr. Porter, and
unanimously greed to.

On the motion of Mr. Clendon, the order of
the day, for the consideration of the Licensing
Bill in Committee, was postponed to Tuesday the
8thin~nt ........ :

The Council then adjourned to Monday, the 7th
of February.

This being the day appinted for the considera-
tion of the Land Claims Bill in Committee, the
Council Room was crowded. There were present
all the Members.

The Minutes of the last Council having been
read, were, with the exception of a mere verbal
alteration, confirmed.

The Governor begged to ask Mr. Earp if he was
in possession of any instructions, or despatches,
from the Home Government, on the important
question of the Claims to Land, in addition to
those which had been recently laid on the table
for the information of Members generally, ia ac-
cordance with requests made by ~he l~onotable
member himself and Mr. C|endou.

Mr, Earp sald, he had lwo despatches in his
possession, in addition to those alluded to by His
Excellency.

m=m~=====.

LAND CLAIMS’ BILL.

The Governor then said previous to the bill being
considered in Com~ttee, I think it ~ight to,state
the course .... ’ ...... ~’ ~" ~"whtch ~sovernment’ ~nt~e~ to pt~rsue-.
The notices of amendment given by non-official
Members at the last meeting of Council are so ira:
portant, that they would, if adopted, not mereiy
effect important alterations in the details of the
measure, but change its vital priubiple. Govern-
ment, I need not say, feel~the deepest anxiety as
to its success ; but when we find that non-official
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~embers of COuncil,: who may be supposed to re- I an imperative duty to press the amendment to the
present the sentiments of the community, are hos’ [preamble, of which -I gave notice¯ ’on a pre-
lile to it, it behoves us to act with caution. Ill vious day, to a division. In performlng this duty,
then those amendments are adopted, and especially I am sorry to have to remark that something like a

. the one which is intended to effect a change in threat has been held out, that, unless the conces-
the preamble, on which the Bill rests, I shall at stun proposed be acceded to, Government has r#-
once withdraw tile measure, and bring in another, solved to fall back upon the Bill of Sir George
foundation the Bill of Sir George Gipps. The Bill Gipps ; for that measure has retarded the pros-
now before the Council has, however, been framed perity, and blighted the prospects oi’the Colonists.
after much labour and deliberation, with an anxo By pursuing the course of Sir George Gipps, un-
,ious desire to promote the interests of the Cole- less your 1~xcellency is prepared to take the res-
nists, and if it cannot be carried, ] do do not say onsibility upon yourself, this part of the Colony
with the coneurce~tfeeling, but with a considerable ~ill be entirely ruined. The Government has al-
proportion of the community in its favor, then ready incurred a heavy responslbilltv, by not
there appears no alternative, hut that we must having passed a Bill to settle and set at rest the
fall back upon the Act of New Souh Wales. Land Claims immediately, and that responsibility
Even with the assent of the Colonists to a measurewill certainly be increased by every f~esh delay.
proposed by Government, I should not feel saris- My reasons for pressing my amendment are, first,
fled, unless strongly convinced that it was for that it is desirable to _~ive to each claimantat least

atheir own interests. The desire of Government is, a portion of the land of which he was the pureh -
to promote the welfare of the Colonists ; and, ira- set, or, by any arrangement with the purchaser,
pressed with a belief that the measure now under the actual occupier. Secondly, that it is unjust
consideration is calculated to effect that oiliest; to take from an individualland which, it is admit-
we have steadily pursued its course up to the stage ted, he had equitably purcbased, and force him to
at which it has now arrived. Contrary to my take lands elsewhere, in substitution of his own.
expectations, however, a contrary feeling has been And, thirdly, I object to the measure, because it
exhibited out of doors : public meetings haveheeumust be partial in its operation ; because in defin-
held, strong speeches made, and hostile resolutions ing the districts:from which parties are compelled
adopted, by parties whom I could have little sup- to make choice, much diserepancv must arise as to
posed would have countenanced such proceedings, the actual value of allotments: Any line the

Havinz the interests of the Colony at heart, I feel Government might draw must naturally lead to
it would be injudicious and impolitic /or the exclude some, whilst it gives to others, perhaps less
Government to press forward a Bill, to which the entitled to the benefit, One pem0u, in drawing the
Colonists use so much averse, for they ought to I;.o would say, " ~o farther, and take me in
be the best judges of their own interests. ] will 1.ore., by which means another party mtght b
only repeat that the amendments of non.offlcial

,]eft ;at, to the advantage of his next neighho:lre

Members are so diamet~ieaUy opposed to the
prin~eiple of the~ measure, th~;t it woul.d be quite The Bnl:|s, further, dnectly at variance wttinstructions from the Home Government, which
useless to go farther, should Mr. Porter s amend- expressly provides that parties shall not be dis-

went to the preamble be carried. It is not the turbed in their possessions~ much less Compelled
wish of Go, ernmeut to force the measure on the to exchange, eventually, their lands now in culti-
Colonists.

The Colonial Secretary then moved the order cation,their particularf°r others,viewsin loealitleSor avocations.less adaptedi furthert°
of the day, for the consideration of the Land object that one portion of the preamble of the bill
Claims’ Bill in Commit’tee. is at variance with another, inasmuch as that,

The Governor said, before~ the Bill goes into having stated the role for the settlement of pro-
Committee, it may be important for me to inform party claimed by the New Zealand Company, anct
honorable Members that the effect of one of to:whlch there are special exceptions, it applies
the Attorney General’s amendments will be, to the same rule to all oth~ claimants, without refer-
extend the i~criod for which leases are to be enc¢ to those concessions made in favour of the
gran’ed to" sixty years, and this concession, I Company by her Majesty’s Government, If it is
hope, ~ilI have the effect, at least in some degree, left to the Government to decide where each
of allaying dissatisfaction and disarming oppo- claimant shall select his land from districts thrown
sitlon. , open for selection, it will be placing an undue

The BilI then Went into Committee, and the power in their hands, and will, in the execution of
Clerk of Council having read the preamble,~ the plan, operate as an annoyance to themselves,

because it will create dissatisfaction in the minds ofMr. Porter said there is, no doubt, a disposition
in the mind o! the Governor, and of the Members many of the claimants, in conclusion, my wish
of Government, to alter those parts of this ira- is to give the claimants the lands they are fairly
portant Bill, of which the public generally disap- eat!tied to; and I therefore move, according to
prove. Ofthis fe~iing the observation just made notme, that the preamble be amended as role
by His ExcelleDcy affords additions|proof; but I Iowa :-
am sorry the latin/utica regarding leases, just , . .
given, is not satisfactory to myself, nor will In preamble, m hne ~8, mtrike out the words,

it be to those numerous and inflential parties, "the granting toeach of the," andinsert, "it ie
many of them land-claimants, whose interests desirable to grant to persons~,’’ and in line 30,
I represent, I feel it, therefore, notwith- strike out the words after "Ordinances,". down

standing’what has fallen from your Excellency,’ to "and whereas,", in line 34, and insert ’~ such
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portions d laud its they shall be entided to with-

Mr..~,~p rose to ueeond the motion of amend-
, ¯ ment.--~-saids][m~st regret that, in one point, I

dblaetcoineiae with my hon. friend, via. : that his
’ "~xceliency has t~eatened to withdraw fhe bil!,.ia
consequence of.tlie amendments of the non.officlal
members b~g direly opl~o~ed to the principleof
~e~i. On t~e contr,, I congratulate your Kx.

¯ ~cy, and the colunmts also, upon the probable
Tejectio~a oT~he ]~il|. I have taken a solemn oath
before this Council, ~ advise his Excellency eonscio
untO; lm~t~4t~!belt o~ my~t~ and nowad~e~tm,lf~e-~ai ~my regard~to the welhtre ot
thisiml~rtant Colony, or for his own re~utation,
~vit~out ]lesitafion, to withdraw this B~t and sub-

" stitutefor it another more in accordance with the
of the lon s. t s uer ny

~t]~ ~y ~he~ land claimants, that a threat
~e]d ~t by’gcrve~ment, that. t]~ey will return

to ~r George~il~ps’B]il, and ~lt~t. t~o~ modifica-
tions of ~Jais .BiW. W~ieh ~er Majesty a govern-

~[ see uO~t~ to Sir George G~pps~ mu.
~ut w it~ zegar~ to the threat of having omy one
¯ (Yo~am|ssioner, as contemplated ~y ti~e New Sou t~
w~[~’ Act, it is impossible to fall back uL~m
~that, as Sir George Gipps’ Bill ia not at thh
:moment 1aw, hav~ng been disallowed by her
"~ajesty*s go~rament ~r the p~ of enabling
)!~i~’~celfency to introduce a m~asure of h~
own~ " "

, "/’be ,Gov~n~r..a~_.d~_, that b3~h~..,zpstruct~o.~s

colanie~ he~ ¢o~d ellow the ~ew ~outh wales
Act to remain law if be cbore.

bitI is Iawor~m~t, ~e J~avc no, rsasm~ :.why falling
~back upon "chat measure should be the only al~J~-
mati~ when the wisdom and. foresight of the
.Home Govert~m~at,hae in a diqmtchto his Exeel-
~r~eD p~a~i~d a. bettex them eithe~; a measure
~t~. ~s"+ fu~ my obHrvatin~ ~-v.’.gon,e., and
:I-~t~t shown ~manygentlemeno~ mtellig .~ee
and ezperiene~-is of that nature, that the colo-
~a/tts, to use a ¢ommo~ phra~ would, jump at
it." ] a]~ude to the measure recomnumded to his
~xeeliency by Lord John Russell, stating that it
~tm alxtolntel~ l~ry~,. ~ t~: ~..co.mm~ .s~on
~ettd4tsm!~"., apdthst the law ~atd ctetermme
i~vha~: ~lands ’W~e ~rivUe, and what-we:e puldic
pm~e~y~ and ~diy that all leads held by private
persons, and not actually in culti~atio~ should
~sub~ected to an annual tax. the non.payment

¯ of which should be followed by. the confiscation
or seizure of the ]and; which measure his Lo=d-
~p ~llo~sup by observing,--" That until this
be done, there can be no reasonable prospect of
the colony making a~uy advance in agriculture,
Fee~;~.~AnternaLl~,e~/: I,t~ is
~:-to~e" a ~trolq~ mmendat~n
of a wise and just measure. At home it iaole~ly
underetood thut purchases from the natives are
valid pureh~e#, tothe extent thet tha commiss/oaer
may adjudge. , I .ha~e perus~ ~the dispatches
ca~e(qJly, and I perceLve.o~e~eu]r~don in a~ o~
the~ viz,..to consider the lauds ~urclmsed-from

~md mot to take-away throe ha~J and give othersl
Jo Ibm of them~ butinaLl csutm to confirm the:
titlu,of,those a~mady acqu~r~a&

The Governor.-- I ~rfee~ly apee, with the
honoumlde member ~ it,is the object of:~.e govern-
ment to ooufirm the titlm to ,land.

Mr. Earp ~esumed,--That is what we =o~tend
for ; but t]~e unjust J~l ,n~w before us, is f~td
for the "purpose of taking away ~e lands at
~resent held by’claimants, and substituting otta~s
for them, a measure which, as I have before said,
the Home Gov~nme~t never contemplated, nor
wmdd sm~ian. ~-e~me ~.eea~mtlhttethe
colony upo~ the elumm of- b~g ~ibereted :’from
this obnoxious, and iueoasi~rat*a measure, and
I sincerely-hope aad ~mst~that the~goverumt~t
will introduce s~ch another measuce, as wilt set
at teat the fears of the settlers, and do away with
that ,distrust,of gove~nmeut ~. whi~, I am,sorry
to say, this lOJl has.made but too preralmt.

The Go,erase.said, he merely offered the eo|c-
uisse tand instead of what ~they now held, in order
to settle the question.

Mr. Earp cpn~iuued.-,yom" Excellency must~
see that the whol~ ’of the co~nhlts are ag~nst the
principle of the bill before’ the Cou~ncii ; I there,
fore wish that such a bill be introduced inst,ad
of this, as will not only satisfy the justice of the
ease here, but also be approved by the British
Government hereafter. Any other biIl, founded
upon an~" other prin~p]e~wt[l only be followed wp
by petitmn after petition f~om all parts Of the
Co!ony to the Ho/~e~ .Government, w]~ich cannes
fall to be a co~t~nt’,ouree of annoyance to this
government. I am willing to admit, that, although
the government measure m opposed, there is not

I h~vecoulm~nleatec] Or conYereed~ that govern-
merit, :however mistaken in their mode of effeeti~
a s~ettlement of this great question, has frame/]
the m~a~mre now’before the Council with the rno~t
sincere.intention qf sati~tfying: as far as pos~ble,
all parties interested.’ The f~ct, however, is,.that

" - ¯ ~ " °" t"the measure, so far from .gtvtQg satisfac ton, he~
created the greatest alarm. The bill will peither
meet- the m~geae|e~ or the expectations of the
land claimants. On the eontr~ry, it will, if
carried, create beart-baroings and bic~erings,
giving Tise to feelin~ of diwonten3, anq dissatis.
faction. With these’ impre~.ons~ [most cot,
dially Second my friends’ x~6(ioa fqr altering the
p~ble, ’ " "

The Oovern0r s~d, that the Council having
be~d the preamble read, in accordance with
motion ,for proceeding with the order cf the day,
and having heard Mr. Porter’s amendment to the
preamble, the question now before the Council
wm ’" whetl~er such amendn~ent do now stand
pert~ the bill. ¯

.....
Ayes’l~r.Earp,

Mr. Porter,
Mr.:Glen.d.~b =

N0es~-ais Excel] ,e,aoy: the Governor,
. The C~ See~etary,,
- The A~tt~y-Generat,

Tremmrer.


